THE BANCROFT MANAGEMENT
anything but a wall. There was a real pony, who did his part beautifully; but the real sheep, the real dog, and the reat, goat really deserved to be fined a week's salary!" However badly behaved all these real creatures were, and however impracticable Reade's theory, the result greatly impressed the critic of " The Era/' for, in the issue of the I5th of March, 1874, we come across the following purple patch: " We had presented to our gaze the cottage about whose porch honeysuckles climbed, and at whose threshold flowers were growing in endless variety ; the old barn which transported us in imagination to the scene of many a well-wielded flail; the hay, not yet robbed ot its fragrance; the straw, in whose brightness and cleanness a handsome pony seemed to revel as he feasted upon his corn; the goat munching his breakfast, and apparently scornful of the footlights; the dog, who was quite at home, and whose bark was now and again heard